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Letter of Introduction

I have spent more than 17 years working in the early childhood field, beginning my career in a childcare center where I gained hands-on experience supporting young children and

their families. Over time, I advanced through multiple roles within early childhood programs, developing a strong understanding of child development, classroom management,

family engagement, and program operations. These experiences allowed me to see firsthand the critical role early childhood educators play in shaping children’s development and

supporting diverse families within their communities. My time working directly in early childhood programs gave me both practical knowledge of the field and a passion for preparing

future educators to enter the profession with confidence and compassion.

I currently serve as the Early Childhood Development instructor at Northeast Technology Center – Claremore Campus, where I prepare high school students for careers in early

childhood education and human services. In this role, I have worked to build a program that connects classroom learning with meaningful real-world experiences. Students

participate in job shadowing placements with local childcare providers, interact with industry professionals through guest speakers and networking opportunities, and engage in

hands-on learning that reflects real classroom environments.

Throughout my program, I emphasize the importance of inclusive and culturally responsive practices in early childhood education. Students learn how to design classroom

materials, family engagement activities, and learning environments that reflect the diverse cultures, abilities, and family structures found in today’s communities. By incorporating

discussions about representation, family partnerships, and equitable learning environments, students gain a deeper understanding of how early childhood professionals can support

every child and family they serve.

In addition to my teaching responsibilities, I serve as an FCCLA advisor and encourage students to participate in leadership development, service learning, and professional growth

opportunities. My goal is to help students develop the skills, confidence, and professional mindset necessary to become compassionate educators who create welcoming and

inclusive environments for children and families.
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Support

Throughout my career as an Early Childhood Development instructor at Northeast Technology Center – Claremore Campus, my goal has been to create a program that prepares

students for meaningful careers while emphasizing inclusion, opportunity, and community engagement. I believe strong Career and Technical Education programs should reflect the

diversity of the communities they serve and provide students with opportunities to explore career pathways in environments that value respect, representation, and collaboration.

One of the greatest strengths of my program is the intentional connection between classroom instruction and real-world experiences. Each year, approximately 20–30 students

participate in the Early Childhood Development program, where they engage in hands-on learning and career exploration. A key component of the program is the job shadowing

experience, where students are placed in local childcare centers to observe and learn from early childhood professionals. Through partnerships with several childcare providers in

our community, students gain exposure to a variety of early learning environments serving children from diverse cultural, socioeconomic, and developmental backgrounds. These

placements allow students to observe inclusive classroom practices and understand how educators support children and families with varying needs and experiences.

In addition to job shadowing opportunities, I actively bring industry professionals into the classroom to share their experiences with students. Guest speakers represent a variety of

career paths within early childhood and human services, including childcare directors, therapists, and other professionals who support children and families. Each year, students

have opportunities to interact with professionals who share their personal career journeys and experiences working with diverse populations. These conversations allow students to

see the many pathways available within early childhood education and encourage them to view themselves as future professionals who can positively impact children and families.

Another innovation within my program is the emphasis on family engagement and cultural representation within early childhood environments. I intentionally incorporate projects and

discussions that help students understand how classroom environments should reflect the cultures, identities, and family structures of the children they serve. Students design

family engagement activities, develop classroom materials that reflect diverse cultures and abilities, and explore strategies for building meaningful partnerships with families. These

experiences help students understand that strong early childhood programs recognize and celebrate diversity while ensuring that all families feel welcomed and respected.

My curriculum also incorporates hands-on learning experiences that allow students with different learning styles to succeed. Through collaborative projects, presentations,

classroom simulations, and activity design, students build both technical skills and interpersonal skills that are essential in early childhood education. These experiences mirror the

real-world expectations of educators, who must communicate effectively, collaborate with colleagues and families, and respond thoughtfully to the needs of children from diverse

backgrounds.

Beyond the classroom, I actively encourage students to participate in leadership development and community service opportunities through Family, Career and Community Leaders

of America (FCCLA). As an FCCLA advisor, I support students as they participate in leadership activities, competitive events, and service projects that strengthen both personal

growth and professional readiness. These experiences allow students to develop confidence, communication skills, and a deeper understanding of how their work can positively

influence the communities they serve.

I also work to create opportunities that connect students directly with industry professionals and workforce leaders. Through career networking opportunities and advisory

partnerships, students gain insight into the many career options available within early childhood education and related fields. These events allow students to hear personal stories

from professionals, ask questions, and begin building connections that support their future goals. By connecting students with professionals from different backgrounds and

experiences, these interactions promote awareness of the diverse opportunities available within the field.

My commitment to Career and Technical Education also extends through partnerships with local childcare providers and community organizations. These collaborations help

strengthen the pipeline of future early childhood professionals by giving students access to mentorship, career exploration, and hands-on learning opportunities. At the same time,

local childcare programs benefit by engaging with students who are exploring careers in the field and developing the skills necessary to support young children and families.

Although my program serves approximately 20–30 students each year, the impact extends far beyond the classroom. Each student who completes the Early Childhood

Development program enters the workforce or higher education with the knowledge and skills to support young children and families in inclusive, culturally responsive environments.

Through job shadowing experiences, community partnerships, leadership development through FCCLA, and meaningful interactions with industry professionals, students develop

both the technical and interpersonal skills necessary to succeed in the early childhood field. By intentionally preparing students to value diversity, equity, and family partnerships, I

am helping build a future workforce of educators who understand the importance of creating classrooms where every child and family feels respected, represented, and supported.

My goal is not only to prepare students for careers, but to inspire them to become professionals who strengthen their communities through compassionate and inclusive early

childhood education.
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