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Letter of Introduction

Clifton Touchstone is a dedicated educator with a passion for empowering students through hands-on learning and personal growth. Since 2009, he has served as the Service
Careers Maintenance Teacher at Moore Norman Technology Center (MNTC), where he works closely with special population students to develop their skills and confidence for
success beyond the classroom.

Clifton began his career in career and technical education in 1997 at Canadian Valley Technology Center where he also taught in the Service Careers program. With over two
decades of experience in career tech, Clifton has remained committed to teaching students according to their abilities, not their disabilities. His humble approach, combined with a
deep belief in the potential of every learner, creates an encouraging and supportive classroom environment.

Each year, Clifton works with approximately 20 students, guiding them not only through vocational skills but also in personal development. His teaching philosophy is rooted in
helping students achieve a chance at victory, providing them with tangible projects and accomplishments they can look back on with pride. His goal is to build students’ confidence
and show them what they are truly capable of achieving.

Clifton holds a bachelor’s degree in commercial art with a minor in photography, as well as a master’s degree in adult education. These academic achievements reflect his creative

background and commitment to lifelong learning.
With a calm demeanor, a compassionate heart, and a dedication to student success, Clifton Touchstone continues to make a lasting impact on the lives of his students at MNTC.
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Support

Clifton Touchstone exemplifies the spirit of the Kaleidoscope Award through his unwavering commitment to creating an inclusive, ability-centered learning environment that promotes
diversity, equity, and opportunity within career and technology education. As the leader of the Service Careers Maintenance program, Clifton has developed a model of instruction
that prioritizes access, empowerment, and upward mobility for a diverse population of learners, including high school and adult students with IEPs and 504 plans.

In the 2025-2026 school year, Clifton further strengthened his program through the introduction of an innovative cutting boards project, an intentionally designed, hands-on learning
experience that reflects his commitment to continuous improvement and equitable access. This project provides students with a structured, real-world application of skills that builds
both competence and confidence, and they get to walk away with a tangible finished cutting board providing them evidence of their success.

Through the cutting boards project, students engage in a full-cycle production process that introduces them to the lumber supply chain, from raw material sourcing to finished
product. They design templates, measure and cut materials, assemble wood segments, glue and sand surfaces, and operate industry-grade equipment. Each step is carefully
scaffolded to ensure that students of varying ability levels can participate meaningfully while still being challenged to grow.

The impact of this new learning experience is already evident in student feedback. One student shared, “I| get hands-on learning. It will make it easier for me to get a job when the
time comes. | learn new skills.” Another reflected the broader purpose behind the work, noting that it helps “build up our future purpose.” These responses highlight how the project
is not only developing technical skills but also helping students see a clear connection between their learning and future career opportunities.

Clifton’s approach within the project also reinforces accountability and individualized support. As one student explained, “If | do something wrong they are quick to correct me... if |
slack off they make sure | keep going... and | get help if | need it.” This balance ensures that students remain engaged, supported, and consistently progressing toward mastery.

The successful implementation of the cutting boards project was made possible through the strategic use of Carl Perkins grant funding, which allowed for the purchase of
specialized equipment, including a drum sander, surface planer with a Byrd cutter head, and a dust reclamation system. These tools are critical in reducing barriers, enabling
students with diverse needs to safely and effectively participate in complex, industry-relevant tasks. This intentional design reflects Clifton’s deep commitment to equity, ensuring
that all students have access to high-quality, hands-on learning experiences. The result is not only a finished product students can take pride in, but also expanded exposure to
career pathways in woodworking, manufacturing, and maintenance fields.

Beyond technical skill development, Clifton fosters a classroom environment where students feel safe, respected, and supported. One student shared, “Mr. Touchstone provides a
safe environment to ask questions or voice concerns without judgment. He makes sure to connect one on one with each student.” Another added, “I feel listened to here.” This
culture of trust is foundational to student success, particularly for those who may have previously struggled in traditional educational settings.

Serving approximately 20 students annually, Clifton’s program has achieved strong outcomes, including an 86% related placement rate in FY24 and a 73% related placement rate
with an 80% positive placement rate in FY23. While placement declined in FY25 due to extenuating circumstances, these results remain especially meaningful given the significant
barriers many students face. Clifton’s unwavering dedication is evident in the time, support, and individualized approaches he provides to ensure each student reaches job
readiness and gains access to meaningful career pathways. The recent addition of the cutting boards project further strengthens the program by equipping students with tangible,
transferable skills that directly support employment readiness.

Clifton’s impact extends beyond technical instruction. By fostering an environment that values each student’s abilities, he promotes self-advocacy, independence, and confidence
which are key factors in long-term career success and upward mobility. His students regularly participate in SkillsUSA competitions focused on job readiness and building
maintenance, where they have achieved national recognition. In FY24, two students earned national medals (one gold, one silver), and in FY25, two students earned gold medals.
These accomplishments highlight not only technical excellence but also professionalism and self-assurance cultivated within Clifton’s program.

In addition to his work with students, Clifton collaborates with educators across the state, sharing strategies that demonstrate how inclusive, hands-on design can transform career
education programs. His leadership expands opportunities for diverse learners and promotes a more equitable approach to workforce development.

Clifton Touchstone’s work embodies a deep commitment to diversity, inclusion, and student success. By continuously innovating, most recently through the implementation of the
cutting boards project, he ensures that all students, regardless of ability, have access to meaningful, skill-based learning that prepares them for the workforce and beyond. His
program is a powerful example of how intentional, inclusive practices can transform lives, build confidence, and create real pathways to opportunity.

Page: Photo

Please submit a photo/headshot of the program/project. The photo should be digital, high resolution (at least 300dpi), and submitted in .jpg format. Files 2MB or larger are preferred.
Photographs will be used for publicity purposes only.

Photo

Download File (https://acte.secure-
platform.com/file/82974/ey]0eXAiOiJKV1QiLCIhbGciOiJIUzI1Nil9.eyJtZWRpYUIkIjo4Mjk3NCwiYWxsb3dOb3RTaWduZWRVcmwiOiJGYWxzZSIsImInbm9

Touchstone%20w%?20students.jpg)

20f2


https://acte.secure-platform.com/file/82974/eyJ0eXAiOiJKV1QiLCJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJtZWRpYUlkIjo4Mjk3NCwiYWxsb3dOb3RTaWduZWRVcmwiOiJGYWxzZSIsImlnbm9yZU9wZW5XYXRlck1lZGlhVXJsR2VuZXJhdGlvbk1vZGUiOiJGYWxzZSIsImZvcmNlRG93bmxvYWQiOiJGYWxzZSIsImV4cCI6MTg2NDIxODI4OX0.22gFUV_M3X05XFTUgmOewBUUMWGeMTNGI8LH1weZP2A?Touchstone%20w%20students.jpg
https://acte.secure-platform.com/file/82974/eyJ0eXAiOiJKV1QiLCJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJtZWRpYUlkIjo4Mjk3NCwiYWxsb3dOb3RTaWduZWRVcmwiOiJGYWxzZSIsImlnbm9yZU9wZW5XYXRlck1lZGlhVXJsR2VuZXJhdGlvbk1vZGUiOiJGYWxzZSIsImZvcmNlRG93bmxvYWQiOiJGYWxzZSIsImV4cCI6MTg2NDIxODI4OX0.22gFUV_M3X05XFTUgmOewBUUMWGeMTNGI8LH1weZP2A?Touchstone%20w%20students.jpg
https://acte.secure-platform.com/file/82974/eyJ0eXAiOiJKV1QiLCJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJtZWRpYUlkIjo4Mjk3NCwiYWxsb3dOb3RTaWduZWRVcmwiOiJGYWxzZSIsImlnbm9yZU9wZW5XYXRlck1lZGlhVXJsR2VuZXJhdGlvbk1vZGUiOiJGYWxzZSIsImZvcmNlRG93bmxvYWQiOiJGYWxzZSIsImV4cCI6MTg2NDIxODI4OX0.22gFUV_M3X05XFTUgmOewBUUMWGeMTNGI8LH1weZP2A?Touchstone%20w%20students.jpg
https://acte.secure-platform.com/file/82974/eyJ0eXAiOiJKV1QiLCJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJtZWRpYUlkIjo4Mjk3NCwiYWxsb3dOb3RTaWduZWRVcmwiOiJGYWxzZSIsImlnbm9yZU9wZW5XYXRlck1lZGlhVXJsR2VuZXJhdGlvbk1vZGUiOiJGYWxzZSIsImZvcmNlRG93bmxvYWQiOiJGYWxzZSIsImV4cCI6MTg2NDIxODI4OX0.22gFUV_M3X05XFTUgmOewBUUMWGeMTNGI8LH1weZP2A?Touchstone%20w%20students.jpg

