
Happy New Year!  I hope everyone has  
managed to stay warm and safe during   
this very unusual cold spell.  I’m certain 
we’re all looking forward to some warmer 
weather.  Speaking of that our Support 
Staff   Leadership Conference is quickly 

approaching and I hope all of you are planning to attend.  
It will be in Stillwater at the Oklahoma Department of 
CareerTech Thursday, February 25, 2010.  The registration 
form is included in the newsletter so spread the news and 
let’s make this conference our best attended yet!  

I would like to take this opportunity to thank everyone 
involved in planning our 2009 Summer Conference.  It was a 
great success and the presentations were outstanding! 

Some of your comments were: 

Wonderful speakers and food was delicious!• 
Would like to see more concurrent sessions geared • 
toward support staff , not just instructors.
Use speakers from our CareerTechs or OkACTE • 
organization, always nice to hear from our co-workers or 
partner schools
Liked the panel, started us thinking about ways to • 
network with other support staff  both at our school 
and at other tech centers
 After lunch comedian• 
People text messaging and using cell phones still.  • 
It is distracting
Offi  cers have done a great job planning meetings. They • 
always seem to plan great speakers and programs.

(Continues on page 6)
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Dates to RememberDates to Remember

SSS Leadership Conference

February 25, 2010

Stillwater, OK

Annual Summer Conference

August 2, 3, & 4, 2010

Tulsa, OK 

NRS Leadership Conference

Fall 2010

Date and Location (TBA)

Support Staff Support Staff SSectionection
Update from the President . . .

We We 
Want Want 
You!You!









Suppor t  Sta ff  Spotl ight  .  .  .
Rhonda Foote named Oklahoma ACTE Support Staff  Member of the Year 

Rhonda Foote recently received the Oklahoma Association of Career and Technology 
Education Support Staff  Member of the Year Award during the 42nd Annual Career 
and Technology Education Summer Conference. The awards were presented Aug. 4 

at the Cox Business Services Convention Center in 
Oklahoma City. 

Oklahoma ACTE is the professional organization for 
the states career and technology education admin-
istrators, teachers and staff  members. The Oklaho-
ma ACTE Support Staff  Member of the Year Award is 
given to an outstanding individual who is employed 
in a full-time support capacity in career and tech-
nology education.

Foote is administrative assistant to the associate 
state director of Business and Industry Services and 
supports special projects within the Field Services 
division at the Oklahoma Department of Career and 
Technology Education.

Originally hired as a part-time secretary for the CareerTech Foundation, Foote worked 
with the Foundation for 11 years. She also provided support for administrators in 
Strategic Planning and Policy Research, Finance, Communications and Marketing, 
Technology Center Services, and the Associate State Directors offi  ce. 

Oklahoma ACTE Executive Director Patrick McGregor presented Foote with the 
award.

Rhonda’s strengths are her excellent customer service and her talent for discerning 
what needs to be done and then doing it, McGregor said. 
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SSS Offi  cers
2009-2010

President

DeeAnne Wing, TCTC

918.333.2422

President Elect

Debbie McElroy, ODCTE

405.743.5142

Past President

Brenda Conell, FTTC

405.717.4203

Vice President

Dennis Moran, FTTC

405.717.4365

Secretary

Deatra Burnam, SOTC

580.223.2070

Treasurer

Connie Lewis, ODCTE

405.743.5104

Reporter/Historian

Mary Brundage, FTTC

405.717.4277

Board Members 
2009-2010

North West Region (A)

Dawn Brakey, PTC

580.762.8336

North Central (B)

Rhonda Foote ,ODCTE

405.743.5431

North East Region (C)

Susan Bymaster, NWTC

580.327.0344

South East Region (D)

Kathy Merritt, CVTC

405.422.2204

South Central Region (E)

Denise Hannebaum, CVTC

405.422.2247

South West Region (F)

Sandra Acquaye, FTTC

405.717.4729

Advisor

Sharon Schonthaler, ODCTE 

405.743.5445

OUR PURPOSEOUR PURPOSE
      The purpose of the OkACTE/SSS is:The purpose of the OkACTE/SSS is:

   Section 1 To assume and maintain an active leadership in the pro-Section 1 To assume and maintain an active leadership in the pro-

  motion of career and technology education.motion of career and technology education.

   Section 2 To bring together career and technology education sup-Section 2 To bring together career and technology education sup-

  port staff  through membership in a state and national port staff  through membership in a state and national

  association devoted exclusively to their interests.association devoted exclusively to their interests.

   Section 3 To provide professional development for support staff  Section 3 To provide professional development for support staff  

  and the opportunity to discuss new or innovative ideas    and the opportunity to discuss new or innovative ideas

  or any challenges aff ecting support staff  on a   or any challenges aff ecting support staff  on a

  state and national level.state and national level.

   Section 4 To promote a positive working relationship with fellow Section 4 To promote a positive working relationship with fellow

  support staff , teachers and administrators.support staff , teachers and administrators.

   Section 5 To affi  liate and cooperate with the OkACTE and Associa-Section 5 To affi  liate and cooperate with the OkACTE and Associa-

  tion for Career and Technical Education (ACTE), through tion for Career and Technical Education (ACTE), through

  NRS, to accomplish the mission of career and technol- NRS, to accomplish the mission of career and technol-

  ogy education. ogy education.

Get involved! We look forward to hearing from you.Get involved! We look forward to hearing from you.
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(Continued from page 1)

We appreciate your feedback and will use your suggestions 
and comments to keep improving.  Summer Conference 
and our Leadership Conference are great opportunities to 
network and get to know one another better.  Please get 
involved and invite others from your technology centers to 
join our Support Staff  organization.  

Your comments and/or suggestions are very important so 
please don’t hesitate to contact me.  My email address is 
dwing@tctc.org, phone number is 918-331-3208 or mailing 
address is 6101 SE Nowata Road, Bartlesville, OK  74006.  
See you at Leadership Conference February 25 in Stillwater!
DeeAnne Wing




